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going. Suffice it here to state that as a result of Mohammed's
labours the different Semite tribes of the great Arabian desert
suddenly became conscious of having to fulfil a mission. In less
than a century they had conquered all of Asia Minor and Syria
and Palestine, together with the whole of the northern coast of
Africa and Spain. Until the end of the eighteenth century they
were a constant menace to the safety of Europe.
Well, a people who could do all that, and in only a few years,
must have been possessed of extraordinary mental and physical
abilities. According to all those who have ever had anything to
do with them (including Napoleon, who was a bad judge of
women, but who knew a good soldier when he saw one) die Arabs
arc terrific fighters, and their medieval universities in Spain were
concrete proof of their intellectual gifts and their interest in
science. Why in the end they should have lost so much of their
former prestige I could not say. It would be very easy here to
indulge in a few high-sounding theories about the influence of
the geographical background upon the character of men, and
then prove that desert tribes have always been great world con-
querors, but there are just as many desert people who have never
amounted to anything. Also there are just as many mountaineers
who have done all sorts of wonderful things. And then again
there are other mountaineers who have never risen far above the
ranks of drunken and careless and lazy loafers. No, I am sorry,
but I have never been able to draw a single general moral lesson
from success or the lack thereof on the part of any nation.
But what has happened once may happen again. The great
reform movement of the middle of the eighteenth century which
purged Mohammedanism of all forms of idolatry and which
gave rise to the puritanical sect of the Wahhabites with their
insistence upon frugal and simple living may cause the Arabs to
go on the war-path once more; and if Europe continues to waste
its strength on civil warfare they may become as dangerous to us
as they were twelve centuries ago. Their terrible peninsula is a
vast reservoir of * hard people/ of people who rarely smile, who
rarely play, who take themselves with dignified seriousness, and
who cannot be corrupted by the pleasant prospects of material